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President’s Column

With the holidays now just past us, it has been a busy year for NAREA,
the organization, its volunteers, and its members. I have lots of news
and information for you all. We have completed our transition to the
Cvent platform, including the website, membership, abstract, and event
management. I cannot speak more highly of the folks involved in this
transition, which began well over a year ago. New functionality is
available so members can easily check their membership status, update
their information, and renew. See the link here, or visit www.narea.org
and click on the NAREA Membership button.

While this technology upgrade has been involved, it will provide stability
as we move forward, and it will make transitions from person to person
easier, allowing volunteers to focus on the mission of their committee
instead of the logistics of how to complete tasks. Our next goals are
updating the website with more current content and making any
lingering corrections. Please let me know if you have update requests,
and I will work with the webmaster to make changes.

In other exciting news, final preparations are underway for the annual
meeting hosted by the University of Delaware at Rehoboth Beach on
June 9-11%, See full details here. Abstract submissions are accepted until
February 10th, linked here. Please submit and we especially encourage
graduate student participation.

The annual meeting keynote speaker is Anne Wolverton from the EPA
and the Rising Star Keynote is Danae Hernandez-Cortez from Arizona
State University. Thanks to Martin Heintzelman as the local organizer
and to Donna Ramirez Harrington for all the coordination and logistics.
It is going to be a great meeting.

Directly following the meeting is the post-conference workshop titled
”Measuring and Enhancing Resilience of United States Rural
Communities in the Context of Climate Variability,” being organized by
Laura Paul (USDA) and Jonathan Malacarne (University of Maine).

Thanks to out-going leaders and the announcement of vacancies

Kathleen Liang has served as the NAREA secretary since 2016 and is taking a well-deserved break
from service in 2024. Kathleen, you have done a fantastic job, and you will be missed in this role.


http://www.cvent.com/d/k1qlw8/3W
http://www.narea.org/
http://www.narea.org/
https://www.cvent.com/c/abstracts/ba36a385-0e34-4835-9fe6-22ad2f3e9e9b
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There are several positions of leadership and volunteering that are now open across the
organization. These include
e The aforementioned Secretary position opening in 2024
e Committee members needed for the
0 Membership Committee
o Communications Committee

In addition to these opportunities, the Board has authorized the formation of an ad hoc finance
review committee to look into long-term planning around expected revenues and expenses and
engage with additional professional services to conduct annual required filings. Please reach out to
Charles Towe (charles.towe(@uconn.edu) if you are interested in participating in this process or any
of the positions listed above.

Financial and not-for-profit status update

While the necessary documents and access permissions have been provided to the organization's
hired attorney and accountant, we are awaiting review from the IRS on our next steps. The
following paragraphs repeat the update from the summer.

NAREA was incorporated in 2012 in New Hampshire as a 501¢(3) not-for-profit organization. We
have operated as such ever since and like all 501¢(3) organizations, we annually file IRS tax form
990. This year when attempting to e-file our form 990, it was rejected by the IRS with a message
stating that NAREA has lost its 501¢(3) status! The reason cited by the IRS was failure to file taxes
for three or more years. You can hardly imagine the collective shock and dismay of the NAREA
leadership since past Treasurer had been mailing our form 990s to the IRS every year on schedule.

Our best guess is that the forms were not processed by the IRS in paper form (instead of being e-
filed).

This is a relatively serious issue for NAREA. The immediate implication is that, for now, NAREA
is a for-profit organization. As such, please note the following carefully:

1. We will owe back taxes (both federal and state) for the 4-5 years during which the IRS did
not process our form 990. In addition, we will need to pay any penalties charged by the IRS.
While, as yet, we don’t have an estimate of what we will owe in taxes and penalties, we
anticipate that it will run into 5-figures.

2. NAREA can continue to operate as usual. However, until our 501¢(3) status is restored, we
cannot accept any donations. So please do not make any contributions to the Dr. Doug (aka
Presidents’) Fund until further notice.

3. If you have already made a contribution to the Dr. Doug fund this year, you cannot claim it
as a charitable contribution on your personal taxes.

Rest assured, NAREA leadership will do what it can to resolve this situation as quickly as possible
and keep you updated with any significant developments. Past-President, Neha Khanna, is taking the
lead on communicating with the attorney and the accountant.


https://are.uconn.edu/person/charles-towe/
mailto:charles.towe@uconn.edu
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ARER and CUP

ARER remains a robust, open-access journal with steady submissions and an acceptance rate of
around 27%.

ARER’s next contract with Cambridge University Press has the Article Processing Charge (APC)
increasing to $2,155 in 2025 and $2,590 in 2026. However, zore and more of our submitting anthors are
covered by “T'ransformative Agreements’ between their home institutions and Cambridge, and these anthors are not
required to pay any APC at all. In 2022, 69% of ARER publications were under the Transformative
Agreement structure. Please check if your institution has such an agreement here. Only one author
needs affiliation to avoid the processing charges. If your home institution is not covered by a
Transformative Agreement, you may still request a waiver of the APC from Cambridge if you do not
have access to funds to cover the APC. This applies to authors from North America as well as from
other countries. Please check all the waiver options that Cambridge makes available.

Call for volunteers

NAREA is only as good as its volunteers, and I encourage you to serve on one of our many
committees or as a CAM mentor. Not only is this a good way to expand your professional network,
but you’ll find that it will be one of the most rewarding ways of giving back to the profession.

Please contact President Charles Towe (charles.towe(@uconn.edu) or CAM coordinator Leah Palm-
Forster (leahhp@udel.edu).
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Newsletter contributors
This Newsletter has utilized text submitted by the following individuals:
e Keith Evans, University of Maine
e Trey Malone, University of Arkansas
e Ncha Khanna, Binghamton University
e Charles Towe, University of Connecticut
e Andrew Hyde, Cambridge University Press


https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/read-and-publish-agreements
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/open-access-policies/waivers-discounts
https://are.uconn.edu/person/charles-towe/
mailto:charles.towe@uconn.edu
https://www.udel.edu/canr/departments/applied-economics-and-statistics/faculty-staff/leah-palm-forster/
https://www.udel.edu/canr/departments/applied-economics-and-statistics/faculty-staff/leah-palm-forster/
mailto:leahhp@udel.edu

